
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF THE OUTCOME OF THE JULIUS

AND ETHEL ROSENBERG

Few criminal trials in recent history have aroused such prolonged public in terest as the espionage case of Ethel and
Julius Rosenberg. The nature of . But had the Gov ernment been prevented from intro nounced its verdict he repeated.

However, before the war ended, in the spring of , Julius was fired when it was discovered that he had
concealed his previous membership in the Communist Party. At the end of the twentieth century, with the
terrors of McCarthyism a distant historical nightmare, many Americans still believe that Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg were guilty because they were un-American. Two other brothers, Bernard and David, followed,
two and a half and six years younger than Ethel, respectively. The trial was set for March  The trial of Julius
and Ethel Rosenberg: A primary source account. Like many on the left at the time, Julius came to believe that
communism would be a better economic system for the United States because it sought to address the
problems of poverty and unemployment and to prevent future economic depressions. Ruth Greenglass also
testified. The Soviets exploded their first atomic bomb and effectively started the Cold War in September
based on information, including that from Greenglass, they had obtained from spies. Idealism as a rationale
dissolves. In January , a federal grand jury indicted him and his wife, Ethel. David Greenglass was brought
into custody. Edgar Hoover, that she was in fact the dominant force in the spy network. The invisible Harry
Gold: The man who gave the Soviets the atom bomb. She soon found coworkers who shared her love of music
and theater, with whom she spent her evenings, and her days were filled with discussion of radical political
philosophy. The first was inaugurated when the United States compelled Japan to surrender by dropping the
first two atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Other evidence could not be revealed in open court
because of national security concerns Radosh and Milton,  Supreme Court refused to re-consider the case, and
President Truman left the decision about granting clemency to his successor, President Dwight Eisenhower.
How do Documents 5 and 7 make similar statements about the danger of espionage? Both husband and wife
were indicted for conspiracy to commit espionage. Prosecutors did not use the Venona cables because the U.
These materials were transferred to the Russians by Harry Gold, an acquaintance of Greenglass. Ethel had
been an advanced student in high school and graduated early at the age of fifteen. The defense questioned the
Greenglass' motives. While he continued his communist activities, including recruitment of coworkers, Ethel
Rosenberg committed herself wholeheartedly to raising her two small children, abandoning all interest in
politics and the theater. The top-secret project revealed the names and activities of numerous Soviet spies,
including British physicist Klaus Fuchs. Ethel's younger brother, David Greenglass, and his wife, Ruth, also
joined the political movement, becoming members of the Young Communist League. Some contemporaries
supported the sentence as the legitimate punishment for the crime committed. Were the Rosenbergs guilty as
charged and the death penalties appropriately imposed, or were they the victims of Cold War fear and hysteria
during the McCarthy era?


