
THE BELIEF OF ANIMISM

Animism is the religious belief that objects, places and creatures all possess a distinct spiritual essence. Potentially,
animism perceives all thingsâ€”animals.

Similarly, the Basutus of Lesotho hold that a man walking by the brink of a river may lose his life if his
shadow falls on the water, since a crocodile may seize his soul and draw him into the current. Readings in
Ritual Studies. He is thought to have enhanced these beliefs while studying with ancient Egyptians , whose
reverence for life in nature and personification of death indicate strong animism beliefs. In order to cure illness
in the body, they believe they need to heal the soul. In addition to believing inanimate objects have spirits,
many believe in revering the spirits of ancestors who have an influence on those who are living. In ,
anthropologist Graham Harvey published his book Animism: Respecting the Living World and supported the
view that not all persons are human. What Is Animism? It's important to to know that "animism" is a word that
observers of this practice, like anthropologists, have used to describe this belief system; it is not a term used
by practitioners. Thus, the tenets of animism can be said to have, at least in part, formed the bedrock of
religion as we know it today. The Republic, translated by Benjamin Jowell, Kindle ed. While Tylor offered no
special theory for this expansion and so avoided most of the traps of early social evolutionism, he taught that
cultures moved, though not along any single path, from simpler to more complex forms. For Jains, the act of
eating is an act of violence against the thing being consumed, so they limit the violence to the species with the
fewest senses, according to Jainist doctrine. Here again it is evident that animism has begun to pass into forms
of polytheism. For these thinkers, the term is most conveniently used to describe a quasi-religious practice in
which people endeavor to set up relations between themselves and the unseen powers, conceived as spirits, but
differing in many particulars from the gods of polytheism. Hence reading is an intensely concentrated form of
animism, one that effectively eclipses all of the other, older, more spontaneous forms of participation in which
we once engaged. Robinson, Howard. Animism could hardly be categorized as religion, then, since it was
primarily a utilitarian act for personal and societal gain. The restoration of balance results in the elimination of
the ailment. Kolig, Erich. For example, the concept of the food chain indicates that the connection between
different species is solely for the purpose of consumption, decay, and regeneration. However, any remnant
ideologies of souls or spirits, to Tylor, represented "survivals" of the original animism of early humanity.
Updated April 05, Animism is the idea that all thingsâ€”animate and inanimateâ€”possess a spirit or an
essence. See also. Even where ancestor worship is not found, the desire to provide the dead with comforts in
the future life may have lead to the sacrifice of wives, slaves, animals, or other living beings, as well as the
breaking or burning of objects at the grave or even to such provisions as the ferryman's toll, where a coin or
coins are put in the mouth or eyes of a corpse to pay the traveling expenses of the soul. In some cases, animals
were seen as the spiritual abodes of dead ancestors.


