
HOW TO WRITE A REVIEW OVER A PLAY

Preparing to Write a Play Review Below are some tips to help you prepare to In addition to grounding your review on the
production you witness, you must be.

Why was there no order to the skulls? That's what makes reputations, isn't it? Why was the backdrop painted
black? Questions to Ask Before Writing a Play Review The following list of questions may seem simple, but
giving the answers will help you stay focused on key aspects that determine the success of the performance. If
the play was created on the basis of classical literary work, tell about the new vision. No, reviewers don't leap
with a wild enthusiasm at the worst plays to come their way, confident that so much badness will make them
brilliant. Eugene Field's ''He played the king as though in fear that someone would play the ace. That's more
fun, isn't it? The thesis of your review, which should include possibly in more than a single statement the
following: A general impression of the relative success or failure of the production, based on what you
actually saw and on your initial impression of how the play should have been performed. Have you mentioned
any special effects? What does each review tell you about the reviewer? The analysis of a production does not
have to be cruel. What restrictions does this impose on the director? Are lovely silken sallies, and a host of
merry mots, going to rise from his typewriter like heavenly music in the circumstances? A few more. Well,
you know the answer. If it is, what makes it good? What was the atmosphere during the play? But there's
another, and much more important, reason why writing unfavorable notices is no gleeful exercise in easy
triumph, and when I mentioned it to my student visitor I think he almost bought it. A review should describe
the situation of a play without giving too much information about the plot. The review assignment asks you to
analyze in an objective manner the relative success or failure of a given production. Mention critical moments
that will be especially interesting to see in production. What is a review? Mention at least one or two issues
the play has or has not addressed. Were the costumes original? You've tried to shore up the evening by
offering it your full concentration. I certainly knew that the young journalism student who was coming to talk
to me the next day would expect me to answer ''Yes'' to questions one through four. There is no need to list all
the characters and evaluate them. Why would you have preferred this attention, and why do you think the
director avoided giving the passage such attention? In order to give your review a tight internal logic and
cohesiveness, you should also discuss these elements in the order that you outlined in the introduction. Do you
think the director has paid too much attention to certain passages? The audience is at least free to go home.


