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Title: Discussion of Determinate and Indeterminate Sentencing Procedures and This study reviews current Arkansas
sentencing law (indeterminate), outlines.

Determinate sentencing laws tend to differ in their treatment of sentencing structure, firearm use, repeat
offenders, sentencing authority, sentence review, parole decisionmaking and review, and 'good time. With
indeterminate sentencing, the goal is that offenders who show the most progress will be paroled closer to the
minimum term than those who do not. In classifying the status of paroling authorities, it is helpful to begin by
noting the essential structure of these contrasting types of sentencing systems Rhine, Petersilia, and Reitz  The
most recent information available on those offenders subject to these contrasting forms of post-release
supervision is provided by the BJS report on probation and parole for yearend Kaeble and Bonczar  Those
leaving incarceration via these pathways do so after serving a fixed period of their original sentence, minus
good time or other credits accrued during confinement. It will be determined by a parole board when it
periodically reviews the case. Pros and Cons of Determinate and Indeterminate Sentencing Indeterminate
sentencing used to be the rule in every state and for the federal courts as well. Another state did the same,
albeit after doubling sentencing lengths for criminal offenses Colorado. Indeterminate sentences may be
handed down for felony convictions , where punishment includes incarceration in a state prison. Since the turn
of the century, no parole board has been abolished outright. Determinate sentencing began to spread widely
during the s and s and is now the rule in many states. In fact, different sources arrive at varying decisions
relative to which states reflect an indeterminate or determinate sentencing structure Lampert and Weisberg ;
Lawrence ; Stemen et. Practice Area. The length of term will be fixed by one or more decision makers who
exercise later-in-time release discretion in a way that is neither routinized nor reasonably knowable in
advance. Parole boards decided on release dates. The principle behind indeterminate sentences is the hope that
prison will rehabilitate some offenders, and that different people respond very differently to punishment. As
the chart shows, a majority of states, a total of 34, have retained the function of parole release housed within
indeterminate sentencing systems in which judges impose a maximum sentence and parole boards determine
release dates for most inmates. Its proponents claim that it also leads to greater fairness, because when the
legislature sets a determinate sentence and judges have little discretion, people who commit very similar
crimes receive very similar sentences. The length of term may be adjusted by one or more decisionmakers
who exercise later-in-time release discretion in a way that is routinized and reasonably knowable in advance.
Abstract: Most States using the indeterminate sentencing method allow the judge to impose a sentence within
the minimum and maximum term allowed by law, while a parole board later determines a release date.
Paroling authorities in states which retain discretionary authority to grant release typically do so tied to the
expectation that a period of parole supervision will follow. Indeterminate Sentencing: Making a Comeback?
There is, at least in theory, a careful and specific evaluation before the offender is released back to the
community. Since the early 's, 13 States have reexamined their correction goals and determined that certainty
of punishment, along with equity and fairness, are primary sentencing goals, and they have enacted
determinate sentencing laws consistent with these goals. He is proposing narrower limits on fixed terms and
establishing a special class and extended terms for violent offenders. What these definitions suggest is that to
some extent designating a sentencing system as one or the other involves judgment. The problem with
indeterminate sentencing, according to its critics, is that it puts too much power into the hands of the parole
board, leading to arbitrary and discriminatory results. The intent of indeterminate sentencing is to tailor the
punishment to the crime so as to rehabilitate the offender. Across the states, an estimated , offenders entered
parole under one of these three options. United States of America Annotation: This study reviews current
Arkansas sentencing law indeterminate , outlines the Arkansas Attorney General's proposal for sentencing
reform, and considers indeterminate and determinate sentencing in current State law. The appendix presents a
chart that compares the provisions of State determinate sentencing laws. Most jurisdictions exhibit features of
both for designated categories of crimes or offenders. More recently, Mississippi expanded its parole granting
function for non-violent offenders. For example, a sentence of six months in the county jail is determinate,
because the prisoner will spend six months behind bars minus time off for good behavior, work-release, or
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other alternatives to in-custody time, when applicable. States that have abolished their parole board or
dramatically curtailed its discretionary authority to grant release are also classified noting the year legislation
was enacted or became effective resulting in a largely determinant sentencing structure. Talk to a Lawyer Start
here to find criminal defense lawyers near you. There is no question that they have experienced dramatic
challenges to their operations with a sizeable number of states abolishing or curtailing the discretionary
authority of parole boards to grant release, especially during the last quarter of the twentieth century. The state
parole board holds hearings that determine when, during the range of the sentence, the convicted person will
be eligible for parole. They charge that too often, minorities and prisoners without connections receive overly
harsh decisions from parole boards, while less deserving offenders are released early. The Department of
Correction is collecting data to determine the effect of this proposal on the inmate population. Prison officials
generally like indeterminate sentencing because the prospect of earlier release gives prisoners an incentive to
behave while incarcerated.


