
THE LADY AND HER FIVE SUITORS

A merchant's wife has an affair. One day her lover gets into a fight and is thrown in prison, so she puts on her most
beautiful clothes and goes to have him freed.

As she approached each men to make a release note for her husband, all of them demanded to be with her for a
day in exchange of the release note. The Lady and Her Five Suitors, from The Thousand and One Nights
November 4, The sprawling, untidy collection of stories known throughout the Arab-speaking world as the
Thousand and One Nights and in English long called The Arabian Nights evolved over a long period of time,
and it is impossible to say just when a particular story was written. Especially the truth that some ladies or
women nowadays settle for being a prostitute in order for their needs to be satisfied. The scenes also show
dominance of power, which was manifested by each suitor, offering the lady her husband's freedom in
exchange of spending a day with her. The suitor then follows her with the fear that it would be her husband
who is knocking. Whereupon she said to him: "O our lord, this day is thy day and none shall share in it with
thee. She saluted him and presented a written petition to this purport: "He thou hast clapped in jail is my
brother Such-and-such, who fell out with Such-a-one, and those who testified against him bore false witness.
Then she goes to the Kazi telling of a Wali who has imprisoned her brother. As soon as she saw him she
kissed ground before him, and taking him by the hand, led him into the saloon and seated him on the divan at
the upper end. Sit down, O my lady, and I will make it for thee forthright, and after I will come to thee at my
leisure. Then she took the letter of the chief of the police and carried it to the treasurer, who kissed it and
delivered her lover to her. After telling her story he is pierced with the arrows of love. Then she went to the
house door and opened it, whereupon lo! If I knew the money fine which is upon him, I would pay it out of
my own purse, so I may have my desire of thee, for thou pleaseth me with thy sweet speech. On my head and
eyes be it! It is not wide enough for thee. Then the Wazir lifted up his voice and said, "What means this
nastiness? Whereupon the Judge cried out and said: "What nastiness is this? But first, of thy favor and
benevolence, write me an order for my brother's release from gaol, that my heart may be at ease. Doth not this
strait that we are in suffice us, but you must make water upon us? The Cadi was the first to appear; and when
she saw him, she rose to her feet and kissed the ground before him. Then I will send for thee and thou shalt
take him. As each visitor arrived, he was given food and clothes. Then she went out and opened the house
door to the carpenter, who entered and greeted her. He invites her to his palace, but she says he would do
much more honour entering her home. The Kazi arrives first and she has him put on a gown. She bussed the
ground before him and received him with all honor and worship, saying: "O my lord, thou exaltest us by thy
coming to our house. After a deliberate thinking, she then asked a carpenter to make a cabinet with five
compartments. When someone knocks on the door, the lady suddenly panics and hides her suitor inside each
compartment of the closet.


