
THE MAIN ISSUES IN EUROPE AFTER THE CREATION OF THE GERMAN

EMPIRE

The German Empire also known as Imperial Germany, was the German nation state that existed from the unification of
Germany in until the abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II in It was founded in when the south German states, except for
Austria, By , Germany was the largest economy in Europe, surpassing the.

This conflict pitted the forces of the old order against those inspired by the French Revolution and the Rights
of Man. Prussia won and directly annexed some of the German states that had sided with Austria such as
Hanover and Nassau. Wilhelm damaged his political position in a number of ways. With 17 out of 58 votes in
the Bundesrat, Berlin needed only a few votes from the smaller states to exercise effective control. The
middle-class elements were committed to liberal principles while the working class sought radical
improvements to their working and living conditions. The reintegration of Germany into the western comity of
nations, including the generous forgiveness of many of her debts in the London agreement, was conducted on
this basis. In , the young and ambitious Kaiser Wilhelm II became emperor. As a result, by the time of the
great expansion of German cities in the s and first decade of the 20th century, rural areas were grossly
over-represented. Thus Wagner emphasizes that German identity is tied with geographical boundaries, in this
case, the Rhine River. On March 13, , university students mounted a large street demonstration in Vienna, and
it was covered by the press across the German-speaking states. By the late s Bismarck abandoned the battle as
a failure. Supporters of Grossdeutsch, or Greater Germany, insisted that Prussians and Austrians with a
common language naturally should be part of one nation. He lost that battle as the Catholics responded by
forming a powerful Centre party and using universal male suffrage to gain a bloc of seats. The Brothers
Grimm, who compiled a massive dictionary known as The Grimm, also assembled a compendium of folk tales
and fables that highlighted the storytelling parallels between different regions. While the states issued their
own decorations and some had their own armies, the military forces of the smaller ones were put under
Prussian control. Germany was partitioned territorially into a communist east and a democratic west, and
underwent a change of heart. All German men over 25 years of age were eligible to vote, and members of
were elected by general, universal, and secret suffrage. As a result hundreds of parishes and several bishoprics
were left without incumbents. In Prussia the minister of ecclesiastical affairs and education, Adalbert Falk ,
introduced a series of bills establishing civil marriage, limiting the movement of the clergy, and dissolving
religious orders. While wars were a part of the rivalry, it was also a race for prestige to be seen as the
legitimate political force of the German-speaking peoples. It was the first instance in history in which
independent states had consummated a full economic union without the simultaneous creation of a political
federation or union. The German Empire officially Deutsches Reich was the historical German nation state
that existed from the unification of Germany in to the abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II in November , when
Germany became a federal republic the Weimar Republic. Indeed, rather than attempting to throw her weight
about in Europe militarily after , Germany refused to participate in the first Gulf war, and only involved
herself in the subsequent Yugoslav wars and the US-led war on terror within a firmly multilateral framework.
Germany After The new empire functioned largely as a federation, with Prussia as the dominant state. On the
domestic front Bismarck tried to stem the rise of socialism by anti-socialist laws, combined with an
introduction of health care and social security. German Unification Before Economic success, political failure,
and diplomatic tension marked the idea of a unified Germany in the period after the Napoleonic Wars.


