
A BIOGRAPHY OF MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE A BLACK POLITICAL

ACTIVIST

Mary McLeod Bethune was a significant figure in American political history. She devoted her life to advancing equal
social, economic, and political rights for.

In she attained the highest office then available to an African American woman as president of the National
Association of Colored Women. Tuition was set at 50 cents per week, but no needy child was turned away.
Educating women raises the lives of families as a whole. Black women became primary breadwinners,
working in jobs of servitude. Bethune's life is that genius knows no racial barriers. Roosevelt and his wife,
beginning in the s, who gave her entree to a progressive network. As the daughter of former slaves, Laney ran
her school with a Christian missionary zeal, emphasizing character and practical education for girls. As a
sponsor of the Northern Presbyterian Church's project to educate former slave children, Chrisman offered to
pay tuition for one student to receive a higher educationâ€”and Mary was chosen. Later in life, Mary said that
this experience had inspired her to learn to read and write. She ensured black colleges participating in the
Civilian Pilot Training Program , which graduated some of the first black pilots. Funding declined during this
period of her absence. Bethune, who lived from to , struggled to reconcile her nineteenth-century notions of
women's moral superiority and the changing political realities of the twentieth century. In addition to her
official role in the Roosevelt administration, Bethune became a trusted friend and adviser to both the president
and his wife Eleanor Roosevelt. In , the year-old completed the Normal and Scientific Course, which certified
her to teach. She was ahead of her time in her belief in two conceptually distinct levels of activism--one
nonconfrontational and designed to slowly undermine systemic racism, the other openly confrontational and
designed to challenge the most overt discrimination. On one particular visit, Mary picked up a bookâ€”only to
have it ripped from her hands by a white child, who screamed that Mary wasn't supposed to read. Fact Check
We strive for accuracy and fairness. Activist and Advisor In addition to her work at the school, Bethune did
much to contribute to American society at large. Albertus left the family in ; he never got a divorce but
relocated to South Carolina. Aside from the project creating jobs, Mary saw an opportunity to open a school
for migrant familiesâ€”envisioning funds coming from the wealthy of Daytona Beach. Enrollment is now
nearly 3, Mary graduated from Moody in and immediately went to New York to meet with the Presbyterian
Church's mission board. Starting out with only five students, she helped grow the school to more students over
the next years. Many black women were impressed once they heard Bethune speak about the importance of
education; they too wanted to learn. National Council of Negro Women. She concurrently worked with many
civic organizations, including the Association of American Colleges, the League of Women Voters, and the
National Urban League, and campaigned for desegregation in the U. Bethune also became involved in
government service, lending her expertise to several presidents. Each child paid 50 cents a week for a uniform
and to receive rigorous training in religion, business, academics, and industrial skills. Her tenacity paid off
when James Gamble of Proctor and Gamble paid to build a brick schoolhouse.


