
COMPARE CONTRAST ESSAY GRADE 3

Students are introduced to comparing and contrasting through this writing chart , and four stages of revision to a sample
compare-and-contrast essay. Grade: 3.

Eventually, as students get more and more practice, you will take the scaffolding away. Save your class draft
of the introduction and the section on similarities. If possible, share the file with students, so that they can
continue writing the text in their own copy of the file. Either mark these similarities using a different colored
pen, or create a new chart with the column headings of "Comparison" and "Contrast. Brainstorm an interesting
lead with the class. This message will disappear when then podcast has fully loaded. As you begin
incorporating this into your lessons, provide scaffolding through sentence starters or paragraph frames. After
students brainstorm similarities and differences for the topic they will be writing their essay over, provide
students with a scaffolded rough draft using paragraph frames similar to the ones in the previous section. Too
slow? After you have finished responding to the essays, review them with the class, adding advice as needed.
Writing a compare and contrast essay is even harder. Advertisement Don't like ads? If students need help
building the lists of characteristics, ask leading questions such as "How do you decide which beverage you
want to drink? You might choose two different beverage options juice versus milk , two candy bars Milky
Way versus Reese's Cups , or two different television programs SpongeBob SquarePants versus The Rugrats.
Show students how to access the Comparison and Contrast Guide so that they can refer to the resource as they
like while writing. After students have been successful at writing sentences that compare and contrast, expand
to short paragraphs. Scaffolding student writing can minimize the frustration of students, save valuable time,
and help your students become better writers. To compare is to examine how things are similar, while to
contrast is to see how they differ. Alternately, you can use the Compare and Contrast Guide to review the area.
A compare and contrast essay therefore looks at the similarities of two or more objects, and the differences. As
a class, brainstorm other ways students compare and contrast in their daily lives sports teams, restaurants, toys,
books, etc. From there, you will brainstorm and generate a class definition of compare and contrast making
sure they understand why comparing and contrasting is important by using examples as needed. This essay
type is common at university, where lecturers frequently test your understanding by asking you to compare
and contrast two theories, two methods, two historical periods, two characters in a novel, etc. For the
point-by-point structure, each similarity or difference for one object is followed immediately by the similarity
or difference for the other. You can also use this to help differentiate â€” provide more scaffolding for the
students that need it, while your advanced students may only have the topic sentences scaffolded for them â€”
or maybe even no scaffolding at all. This helps students stay on topic and helps model what a good compare
and contrast essay should look like. This leaves out a very important step â€” the scaffolded essay. You can
decide or allow the class to help you decide two things to compare and contrast for the class essay. All of my
3rd grade students â€” even my more advanced and gifted students â€” benefited from additional scaffolding
when writing any essay, but especially a compare and contrast essay. Join Now! Both types of structure have
their merits. Open a new word processor file, where you'll compose the first sections of the essay as a group.
Session One Hold up or display two different objects for students to focus on as they explore the meaning of
the terms compare and contrast. See the list below for a sampling of topics that can be compared. Label the
circles and brainstorm as a class what is different about your topics and drag the ideas to the appropriate circle
and what is the same about your topic and drag those ideas to the overlapping part of the circles. Provide
scaffolding similar to the sentence frames to help your 3rd grade, 4th grade, or 5th grade students be
successful. Sometimes the whole essay will compare and contrast, though sometimes the comparison or
contrast may be only part of the essay. Demonstrate cut, copy, and paste commands for your word processor
software. Use the "Checklist" tab to explain the requirements for the finished essay.


