
ESSAY TYPE TEST

After reading this article you will learn about: 1. Introduction to Essay Test 2. Types of Essay Test 3. Advantages 4.
Limitations 5. Suggestions.

When pupils answer different questions, it is obvious they are taking different test and the common basis for
evaluating their achievement is lost. A fairly common practice in the use of essay questions is to provide
pupils with more questions than they are expected to answer. Students are found to be misinformed about the
meaning of important terms used in essay questions. The importance of essay tests lies in the measurement of
such instructional outcomes. Suggestions for improving essay questions: 1. Limitations 5. Wrong: compare the
essay examination with the objective type of examination. The scores may be affected by his personal bias or
partiality for a particular point of view, his way of understanding the question, his weightage to different
aspect of the answer, favouritism and nepotism, etc. Such tests encourage selective reading and emphasise
cramming. Causes or effects. Why did the First War of Independence in fail? Compare the contributions made
by Dalton and Bohr to Atomic theory. Reorganization of facts. Restricted response questions: The restricted
response question usually limits both the content and the response the content is usually restricted by the scope
of the topic to be discussed limitations on the form of response are generally indicated in the question another
way of restricting responses in essay tests is to base the questions on specific problems. It is relatively easier to
prepare and administer a six-question extended response essay test than to prepare and administer a
comparable 60 item multiple choice test items. Oral or Written. The mechanics of expression legibility,
spelling, punctuation, grammar should be judged separately from what the student writes i. The length of the
required responses varies with reference to marks and time For e. An essay type question requires the pupil to
plan his own answer and to explain it in his own words. This question is so general and comprehensive that
different student will emphasize different aspects while the examiner may altogether have different view.
Social education. All degrees of comprehensiveness and accuracy are possible. Comparison of two
thingsâ€”on a single designated basis. It may not provide a true picture of the comprehension level of the
leaner. This type of scoring permits the examiner to concentrate on the answer to a single question and judge
better the merits of the several pupil responses to the same question. For example: students frequently discuss
or describe when asked to define. This type of question is worse than the one mentioned in above. Directions
for the test should be explicitly written. Limited sampling of the content: - It means few questions can be
included in given test. Do not start the essay questions with words such as what, who, when, enumerate etc.
This will provide a common frame of reference for evaluating the individual papers 2. Essay is of two types: 1.
It largely eliminates guessing. Logical thinking and critical reasoning, systematic presentation, etc.


