
ENGLISH ESSAYS IN PAST OR PRESENT TENSE

In general, when writing most essays, one should use present tense, using past tense if referring to events of the past or
an author's ideas in an historical context.

It cost four hundred dollars and looked like it was wrestled from the mouth of a tiger. After a few minutes of
writing reports in the office, Mr. But it doesn't sound very critical or reasoned. Using only one tense is like
having a whole set of oil paints and using only pink. The tense of the verb in a sentence reflects the time at
which the action is set. It should appear in the present tense, "twists," or the other verbs should be changed to
the past tense as well. Discussing Homer, not his epics, calls for the past tense, because he's dead and can't
come to life the way his works can. Think of this mood as setting up a possibility. The sweater had been
folded into a loaf-sized bundle, and she had stroked it, the way you might a freshly dead rabbit. Including
present-tense verbs in historical, academic prose can also lead to trouble when, as is inevitable, you must at
some point revert to past-tense verbs. Past perfect: She might have run to the store. The writing has the
reader's full and undivided attention at all times, because I'm the reader and I'm totally involvedâ€”I guarantee
it! In other words, "Homer composed poetry long ago, but we today interpret it along certain lines. Here's how
to construct tenses properly for both types of paper. Nor do you need to encourage me to see the past vividly.
Do you need feedback on your use of tense in a story? By the time he gets to Tanner Boulevard, the vehicle is
hal full. I mean, are we supposed to imagine we are right there alongside Charlemagne suffering his troubles,
or viewing him from a safe historical distance and reflecting calmly upon his tribulations with the Saxons?
Even though there are good days and bad days, he enjoys his work as a. Then, he goes back to the station and
turns his vehicle over to another driver. Less exciting, true, but it seems more composed, less agitated or swept
away with passionâ€”or biased. The sweater was folded into a loaf-sized bundle, and she stroked it, the way
you might a freshly dead rabbit. At the end of Of Mice and Men, Lennie sees an enormous rabbit that chastises
him, making him think of George. Mixing Past Tenses and Present Tenses. If your paper is part of a historical
study and you must by definition spend the majority of your time in the past tense, it's best just to stay there as
much as possible. In historical studies that is, by definition, in the past. It was a serious problem and he never
completely resolved it. Her sister calls the doctor immediately. The different moods are useful because they
can show possibilities and scenarios that might have happened, or might still happen, under different
circumstances. I do that naturally, because it's my job and I love it. In history classes, for example, the events
you are writing about took place in the past, and therefore you should use the past tense throughout your
paper. History Papers. In this example, the verb "twisted" is the only verb that appears in the past tense. For
example: Past simple tense: Sarah ran to the store. Lee makes his first stop at Maple Street, where a few
people get on. Present Tense Use in Essays: Past vs. The fragmented break in continuity makes it hard to place
actions in relation to each other.


