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The UN for example has been deploying peacekeepers into violent conflict territories in West Africa for
decades. Furthermore, effective peacemaking requires adequate mediation and facilitation skills which seem to
be lacking among members of the CoW, and other mediators in the sub-region Onwuka  North Africa still
grapples with Islamic Fundamentalism. Foreign intervention whereby self-interested foreigners ruthlessly
explore Africa, especially during the colonial period. The reverberation is that African economies will start
growing. The exclusion of women in this process often results in unresolved tensions. Bad governance and
corruption Post-colonial rule of West African countries has been fraught with several challenges. While the
former have often been short-lived eg. Persecution It connotes violations of human rights, mass movements of
refugees, poverty or instability caused by the mismanagement or ineptitude of the government, including
evident and perceived levels of corruption by the government beyond any acceptable limits of traditional
toleration. Other challenges identified by scholars include weak institutional structures; language barrier
Anglo-Francophone-Lusophone ; lack of skills and expertise in conflict mediation and dialogue; lack of
resources; lack of political will; lack of coordination between and among ECOWAS agencies and its partners;
and non-inclusive peace-building processes. Foreign Intervention The history of Africa since colonisation
includes a series of self-interested foreign interventions and ruthless exploitation of African conflicts by the
former Soviet Union and the United States, with their respective proxies during the cold war when both
superpowers carved out spheres of influence in the continent. Politics The other cause of disagreements in our
country is centered on politics, such as elections and the election process itself. They have occurred in almost
every African country throughout the post-independence period. Although these countries have not
experienced large-scale violent conflicts in recent times as their neighbours have, the brutal, undemocratic,
unequal and authoritative rule by incumbent regimes is creating tensions which, unresolved, could bring the
countries to a boiling point of violent war and civil strife. Sacha Journal of Environmental Studies 1 2 : 55â€”
Political-international Causes of political conflict on international front emanate from ideological campaigns,
regional rivalries, religious expansionism against other nations, terrorism, discrimination or disrespecting the
economies of other countries. Gilmour, J G  January-December Aapengua, C M  For example, most pastoral
communities in Turkana and Pokot battle over pastoral land and water for their animals, resulting in cattle
rustling that is often done out of revenge. Africa should work towards getting out of the zone of turmoil,
characterised by poverty, repression and war, in which it has existed all along, into zone of peace, in which
can be found peaceful, democratic and wealthy nations. Ejibunu, H T  Comprehending Causes and Histories of
Conflicts African countries have to find answers to their conflicts by comprehending and understanding the
underlying causes and histories of these conflicts and work out ways of averting potential conflicts. The
Dagbon conflict and cognitive processes. These agitations sometimes take violent forms and are seen as
channels for punishing governments for their failure to alleviate poverty ECOWAS  Inter-ethnic animosity
will obviously grow where religion and customs are clearly distinguished among groups. If direct violence and
retaliation have already occurred, it is too late a stage for early warning. A specific example is the killings of
youth from Bonny, a local community, during a peaceful demonstration against the ecological pollution and
marginalization caused by Shell Company Brisibe  Causes of Conflicts in West Africa The root of violent
conflicts and civil strife in West Africa is linked to several complex factors. While the conceptualization of
low intensity conflicts LIC remains unclear, this article refers to LIC as prolonged, subtle yet staid altercations
between different groups often with socio-economic, political and military intentions. Coupled with the debt
problem, poor flows of private capital into some African countries, and foreign aid programmes often
inefficient, as Neil MacFarlane points out, economic discomfort can bail out into conflict. Nearly all these
borders were inherited from colonial times, and were the product of negotiations and treaties between the
colonial powers, decided in Europe with the aid of poor maps and with scant attention to African peoples.
Because of high poverty levels in African nations, the rich who are the few become the ruling class, resulting
into clashes among the rich and the poor economic classes. Moreover, lack of adequate expertise and skills of
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mediators also accounts for this persisting challenge Afolabi  Cultural rivalry is mainly linked to major
communities such as the Kikuyus, Luos, and Luhyas but has currently shifted to even minor ones. Annan, N
and Danso, S  Fearon, J D  These few examples raise questions on the capacity and mechanisms used to
resolve conflicts in West Africa and the effectiveness of these mechanisms to ensure sustainable peace in the
sub-region. Ethnicity Because African nations are composed of individuals from different communities and
backgrounds, ethnicity has been the center of most conflicts among the nations.


