
DO YOU NEED TO INDENT THE FIRST PARAGRAPH OF AN ESSAY

If I am going to write five-paragraph essay, should I indent in the first Speaking only for myself, I do not indent the first
paragraph of an essay.

Many people believe that every single paragraph in a piece of text should be indented. They dictate that all
paragraphs should be indented. Updated on December 11, Grammar Writers have a lot on their plates.
However, do bear in mind that these style guides are intended for newspapers and what is useful for a
newspaper may not be appropriate for your written document. Grammarly can save you from misspellings,
grammatical and punctuation mistakes, and other writing issues on all your favorite websites. It can be used
throughout the entire text, or just to introduce different sections. To set a paragraph indent in Word, place the
cursor in the paragraph you want to indent or highlight the entire paragraph. I don't, but YMMV. Harvard
Style The Harvard style manual recommends indenting content as you type, as opposed to indenting after the
manuscript is complete. Should you do it? The method used to create paragraph separations not only helps
with readability, but can also be used to add flair, creativity, and visual excitement to an otherwise dull page.
Naturally, this is called a first line indent. If you happen to use Word, you're in a world of trouble of lots of
work to change if you happen to have not used the same indentation throughout your document. NB: I do have
a lot of books, mostly textbook like, that don't indent. NOTE: In fine typography, the indent is often and most
correctly, in my opinion omitted in the first paragraph of a page or a section. You hit the tab key between three
and seven times to provide the proper space between the first line and the left margin. This can be a very
dramatic treatment which is effective in highly designed environments such as magazines, brochures, annual
reports, and even web pages. Set in Expo Sans. It should be communicated to the reader. Keep it constant
throughout. Line Space The practice of adding extra space usually an entire line space between paragraphs
instead of an indent or outdent is a tried-and-true method of creating a strong, visual separation between
paragraphs. In fiction, it's absolutely essential. Saves you lots of trouble. If a paragraph is preceded by a title
or subhead, the indent is superfluous and can therefore be omitted. As with many issues of style, it is all about
consistency. You should use indentation to indicate a new paragraph. There are some style guides that say you
should always indent the first paragraph in a written document. In either treatment, the size and simplicity of
the dingbat, as well as the space around it, are essential to a successful treatment. Hanging indentation places
the first line of a paragraph to the left of where the next line starts. Within the Paragraph dialog box, enter the
desired width of the indent and then select the type of indent. The Chicago Manual of Style The Chicago
Manual of Style requires all text to be double-spaced, including the notes and bibliography sections. Access
the Format menu and click the Paragraph command. A typical paragraph with first line indents, except for the
very first line, which does not need one. Before you finalize a project, check with your client to see if he or she
prefers Chicago style, APA style, or Harvard style. This extreme indent creates a very stylish and highly
designed appearance. If you really do insist on indenting the first paragraph, make sure you do so every time.
Given the fact that it is pretty obvious that the first paragraph is a new paragraph, there is absolutely no need
to indent it at all. Robert Bringhurst, author of The Elements of Typographic Style, describes it as follows:
The function of a paragraph indent is to mark a pause, setting the paragraph apart from what precedes it. All
above examples set in Enclave and Wingdings 2. This personal letter uses line spaces between paragraphs, a
technique that is commonly used in correspondence. Writers who add indents as they write organize their
content through the creation of paragraphs.


