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The German media landscape is going through a period of unprecedented upheaval, although this chapter shows that
the traditional news.

Its aging population as such has placed increasing pressure on its welfare system â€” particularly during the s,
which eventually saw the government adopt a wide-ranging programme of belt-tightening reforms, called
Agenda , including the labour market reforms known as Hartz I - IV. Yet, Germany is still ranked third in
agricultural production behind France and Italy in the European Union; and the nation is able to provide 90
percent of the population's nutritional needs with its domestic production. The only state role in the German
economy was to protect the competitive environment from monopolistic or oligopolistic
tendenciesâ€”including its own. Services in Germany makes up a large portion of Germany's economy,
contributing  European power markets were transformed in following the European Union EU Electricity
Directive subsequently replaced by successive directives in and further safeguarding principles of a level
power-generation playing field, non-discriminatory transmission and distribution charges and third-party
network access rights enshrining the principles of an internal energy market and customer choice. European
Union Electricity Directives In the late s, Europe adopted a number of directives created to open up EU
member state domestic electricity and natural gas markets. According to the United Nations Population Fund,
Germany is now host to the third-highest number of international migrants worldwide. Despite the fact that
much of its capital stock and infrastructure were destroyed during or after the war, what Germany had in its
favour was a skilled workforce and a high technological level. By the s however, economic growth was
beginning to slow down. It should give the highest priority to individual rights and ensure that what can be
done on the part of the individual should be done by it and not by the state. Furthermore, the proportion of
household income derived from welfare payments is 20 percent higher in the east than in the west. Power is
further distributed through lower level grids, with transformer stations used to transform electricity voltage
levels. The net migration rate in Germany is now 0. On January 1 , a new immigration law also came into
effect altering the legal method of immigration to Germany. ON , and 50Hertz Transmission formerly
Vattenfall Europe - who supply approximately half of the market, and a thriving regional and municipal
supplier market with both distribution and retail assets. It was only in the late s that the then-West Germany's
economy finally began to grow more rapidly again. Prior to liberalization, a defined supply area was typically
served by a single supplier e. This eased the immigration of skilled employees and academics into Germany,
though the labour market remains closed for unskilled workers. A single-price settlement scheme with
quarter-hour settlement periods is implemented in the four control areas supplied by the four main suppliers,
with the European Energy Exchange EEX acting as a common point of reference for domestic electricity
prices. According to a census published in June, the rate of unemployment in eastern Germany today is nearly
twice as high as in the west. Germany is renowned for its highly skilled labour force and this ranks Germany
third in the provision of services among exporting nations worldwide. Recently, a new Europe-wide law has
also been passed, allowing high-skilled non-EU citizens easier access to work and live in Germany, after
meeting certain requirements. However, an East-West economic split remains. From the positive and negative
distortions generated by German reunification set in, and the West German economy began to reorient itself
toward economic and political union with what had been East Germany. Read more about Germany's
economy, including industry information, featured analysis and trade statistics below. Industry in Germany
accounts for  Although the divide is not as pronounced as it was during the early days of reunification,
Western Germany retains significant advantages to their eastern counterpart. More than one thousand market
participants are active in the fully liberalized German electricity market, with new market actors â€” who do
not own power plants or supplier networks - successfully entering the domestic electricity market. In , the
country's unemployment rate was 5. It is also ranked first in skill-intensive services like technical services,
IT-sevices and financial services. However, immediately after World War II, the German economy was in
ruins and the society had to be rebuilt from scratch. They also spoke of Ordo-Liberalismus because the
essence of the concept is that this must be a freely chosen order, not a command order. Beyond these
principles of the social market economy, but linked to it, comes a more traditional German concept, that of
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Ordnung, which can be directly translated to mean order but which really means an economy, society, and
policy that are structured but not dictatorial. To close the gap, the eastern German economy would have to
grow more rapidly than in western Germany, but precisely the opposite is the case. Since the fall of the Berlin
Wall, the population of eastern Germany has declined by almost 2 million people, as former East Germans
migrate into western Germany for work; and of Germany's largest industrial companies and largest service
providers, not one has its headquarters in eastern Germany. A report by Der Spiegel also showed that the per
capita economic output in the east is only at 71 percent of the western level, with a disproportionately high
share of economic output attributable to the public sector.


