
HOW TO WRITE AN ABSTRACT FOR SCIENCE FAIR

Guide to writing an abstract for a science fair project. Includes a list of key elements for the abstract and examples.

A strength factor was calculated to compare the bridge designs. Did you explain something that should cause
people to change the way they go about their daily business? You may need to submit the abstract when you
register, for example. It briefly summarizes the purpose and experimental method, but not the results or
conclusions. Many science competitions limit the abstract to words. Abstract Parts Most science project
abstracts include five basic sections: an introductory statement, problem statement, procedures, results and a
concluding statement. The nail in the solution with a pH of 2 was partially dissolved. It should be brief --
typically under words. Motivate the reader to finish the abstract and read the entire paper or display board.
Turn those pieces of information into brief statements to fit under each of the five abstract sections, keeping it
to the point without focusing too much on word count. How to Write an Abstract The format you'll use for the
abstract depends on its purpose. Problem: State the hypothesis of the experiment or describe the problem you
are trying to solve. Conclusions: What is the significance of your findings? Abstracts do not contain tables or
graphs. It's like an advertisement for what you've done. Highlight important discoveries or anomalies. The
abstract familiarizes the judge quickly so she knows what you tested and what happened. Here's a tip: for your
first draft, don't be overly concerned about the length. Look for places where you can combine sentences in
ways that shorten the total length. When all the Daphnia magna neonates died, I conducted two experiments
using NaCl, since their response to NaCl is known. After the testing and reviewing the results the hypothesis
was found to be true. Then take your draft and start crossing out words, phrases, and sentences that are less
important than others. For most science fairs it is limited to a maximum of words check the rules for your
competition. Write the abstract and then pare it down to meet the word limit. The truss bridge came in second
place by holding 8lb and 8oz. Consequently, at least ten times as many people will read your abstract as any
other part of your work. This project looks at which AA battery maintains its voltage for the longest period of
time in low, medium, and high current drain devices. Its purpose is to tell the reader what to expect from the
full paper. Follow these three easy steps and you'll have an easy-to-read summary of your science fair project.
State what your science fair project or invention contributes to the area you worked in. Then each bridge
design was built to support the roadway. If a word is boring or vague, refer to a thesaurus and find a better
one!


