
REFLECTIVE ESSAY VS MEMOIR

A reflective essay and a memoir are two pieces of nonfiction writing that can be easily mistaken for each other, if you are
not familiar with their.

Personal narrative is a term used to describe any narrative that tells the story of the author, and memoir is
merely one type of personal narrative. I only thought to collect them into a narrative- length book when one of
mine was reprinted in Best American Essays and I realized that its food theme might serve as a through- line
for a collection of food-related essays, a memoir in meals. The literary arts for centuries have creatively
absorbed every technological innovation, and so I see optimistically only a state of perpetual literary renewal.
A memoir is an accounting of an event or time period told by a person with first-hand experience or from
sources close to those who do. So both on a structural and thematic level, the effort to link those essays
deepened the book. They can be lyric or driven by the impetus of thinking. CH: Why did you choose to write
the story of your life as a collection of essays as opposed to a traditional memoir? In fact, many of the chapters
have appeared in various magazines and anthologies as essays. Autobiography Autobiography is a mode of
nonfiction similar to memoir, except that autobiographies focus more informing the reader about the
remarkable life of the author rather than selecting specific events for the sole purpose of communicating an
emotional theme. A personal essay, like the memoir, uses the author's experience to communicate a theme that
will -- if the author has done her job well -- resonate with her readers. You must roll up your sleeves and make
sense of what happened, discover the deeper truth the memory carries. That was unthinkable to me, a gray,
gray room without any highs or relief or even change, and so I clung for years to what I believed was the
border between alcoholism and drinking to excess. A collection of essays operates as a kind of mystery object,
contents unknown. I might write about an experience in Tuscany 30 years ago, and I might do some checking
to get the names of towns right, or to get some details about that art museum in Livorno. Furthermore,
personal essays are usually -- as the name suggests -- essay-length and not book-length. So much fiction today
is driven by first-person narration that it is often very difficult, if not impossible, to distinguish a short story
from a personal essay by internal characteristics alone. Login The Difference between an Essay and a Memoir
If you're writing an essay, you're most likely a student, a scholar, or a writer. A long piece of prose would not
be considered an essay. When it comes to literary form, does a rose by a different name read the same? What
makes it a memoir is that she uses these events to show how she finally comes to understand that she is not
defined by her face, but by the person she is underneath. Many reflective essays are written to persuade the
reader by using a personal anecdote or experience. Do you believe that the essay form lends itself to
teleological arrangement at all? A narrative essay told from the writer's first-person point of view would be
considered a short memoir. CH: Regarding E. Memoirs tend to read more like a fiction novel than a factual
account, and should include things like dialogue , setting, character descriptions, and more. The success of
memoir in the last twenty years or more begets more success, more popularity. Many memoirs are written by
people who have lived through an important time period. The alternate truth was far grimmer. If you want to
research and write a short paper on the first moon landing, an expository or descriptive essay will be fine. CH:
What is your impression of the changing needs and habits of the general reading population? If a book seems
ambiguous or too diffuse, it may not appeal to as many readers. Length Although there are no strict rules
about the length of a memoir or a reflective essay, the two usually differ in length. A biography should include
intricate detailsâ€”so in-depth research is necessary to ensure accuracy.


