
AN ANALYSIS OF THE ROLE OF GERALDINE IN COLERIDGES

CHRISTABEL

A Defense of Geraldine The role of Geraldine, in Coleridges Christabel, is often viewed as the wicked seductress who
corrupts and shatters the life of a young.

But Christabel sits up to see Geraldine rolling her eyes and shuddering, untying her robe and leaving herself
exposed. Did you find something inaccurate, misleading, abusive, or otherwise problematic in this essay
example? They pass the mastif bitch on their way and the dog makes angry moans when they pass it. The
actions of Geraldine indicate the opposite end of the spectrum for what Christabel could have turned out like
without a maternal influence. Carrying a female over the threshold is a wedding customs, but generally it is
the man who does the carrying. Sarajevo: Svjetlost. Successive analysis looks into speech, behaviour and
gestures of the two main female characters, as well as into their dreams and the implied sexual events. Fall ,
pp. With the many ambiguities throughout the poem, and the dream-like setting Coleridge has implemented, it
is difficult for us to distinguish which incidents actually occurred and which have been dreamed. It is
interesting that and ashamed Geraldine would rush to the bed after the incident since we would, perhaps,
expect her to move away from Christabel, and not run to her embrace. While Christabel is praying, she hears
moans from the other side of the oak tree. This suggests that both characters have stepped out of their social
and gender roles on multiple occasions, which highlights the significance of actions performed by the
characters under the influence of supernatural atmosphere present throughout the text, such as implied sexual
acts and urges. Christabel then invites Geraldine to her home, warning her to be quiet because everyone is
asleep. I will be using both critical works and examples from the poem. Keywords: Christabel, Samuel
Coleridge, textual analysis, sexual imagery, social roles, gender roles Introduction Christabel is considered to
be one of the three greatest poems written by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. By infusing each character with
characteristics that defy what they "should" represent, Coleridge creates an interesting contrast, if not union,
between good and evil. Successive analysis looks into speech, behaviour and gestures of the two main female
characters, as well as into their dreams and the implied sexual events. B Internet Sources Ulmer, W. I have
shown examples from the poem where Christabel and Geraldine break both the social and gender norms of
18th and 19th century England. The analysis focuses on social and gender roles present in England in 18th and
19th centuries, and on their fulfillment, or rather failing to do so, by the characters of Christabel and
Geraldine. More frustration mounted because Coleridge felt that his pleas to be understood by Wordsworth
and others went unnoticed. Geraldine can be seen as a mirror image of Christabel, but a fallen one. Coleridge
the Poet.


