
ONE GRAMMAR MISTAKE COLLEGE ESSAY

Even the best linguists do. Hell, you'll probably find one or two in this answer alone, and it's much shorter than a college
essay. No, the probl.

So to avoid being judged too harshly, here are 10 grammar mistakes that can hurt your writing: Affect vs.
Correct: Jane told John to take out the trash immediately. Capitalization This is a tricky one! Use them to set
off a new sentence, rather than a new clause. There were a lot of things missing at that little school that
combined two grades into each classroom , but the proper use of English was not among them. Do not
reiterate all of your extracurriculars into your essays because that completely defeats the purpose of the essay.
Correction: Joanna and I went to talk to our teachers. Since The Smiths is already plural with an -s at the end,
there is no need to add an apostrophe and an -s, just an apostrophe will be sufficient. However, your professors
expect you to use grammar correctly, so follow the rules, not tendencies when writing your college essay.
Possessives use apostrophes to indicate ownership. The essay section is for admissions officers to know your
character moreâ€”to really know who you are and what you stand for. As I look at college application essays
these days, I am struck by how many of even the best and the brightest students seem not to know English
grammar and punctuation rules. Affect vs. First, because I read the book in my early teens and the ignorant
black girl embarrassed me. This rule is a favorite of English snobs. So naturally I decided to write a blog about
that, offering a few right and wrong examples and common mistakes. Should be I;think about finishing the
sentence, "than I am. How can I possibly comb through every word and weed out every error? Should be
he;think about finishing the sentence, "than he is. As you edit, infuse your essay with vivid details. Correction:
When I look at Columbia's course descriptions on topics, such as replace like with such as global health, food
systems and the economy, my heart actually begins to beat faster. Correction: Mary is a better student than I.
Bottom line: College admissions officers pay a lot of attention to grammar and punctuation. When should a
word be capitalized and when should it just be treated like any other word in a sentence? Degrees should only
be capitalized when you refer to their full formal name, like Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, Master of
Arts, and so on. Mistake: My teacher blurted out, "I am always so proud when I hear students say, I love
reading the classics.


