
A HISTORY OF THE COLLAPSE OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE AND THE RISE

OF THE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT IN RUSSIA

Communism launched from Lenin's October Revolution and spread to China with Mao Zedong's rise to power and to
Cuba, with Fidel Castro's takeover. Cold War and saw a symbolic decline with the fall of the Berlin Wall. during Russia's
October Revolution and become the first communist government.

Kerensky agreedâ€”but then had a change of heart. His totalitarian rule includes his Great Purge , beginning in
, in which at least , people were killed to eliminate opposition. View Images Popping up across Russia, more
Bolshevik uprisings spread across the country in the late fall of  With the Bolshevik conspiracy now public
knowledge, the soviet leaders resolved to delay the Soviet Congress until October  Similarly, though the
peaceful anti-communist uprising of the Polish workers had been a very disturbing development for Soviet
leaders, underscoring the precariousness of their European empire, by Solidarity looked exhausted. Stalin died
in , and the Soviet Union went through "De-Stalinisation" under the new leader Nikita Khrushchev , though
his attempts to improve the lives of ordinary citizens were often ineffective. Petersburg, modernizing the
military and founding the Russian navy and reorganizing the government. A Shameful Peace Lenin came to
power on a promise of bread, land, and peace. The Russian moral renaissance was thwarted by the atomization
and mistrust bred by 70 years of totalitarianism. Lenin then forced through a decision by 10 votes to 2 to
prepare an uprising. The end of the monarchy was marked by scenes of rejoicing throughout the Russian
Empire. The revolt continued throughout the year. Brezhnev governed the era without economic reforms,
which led to a national economic decline by the mids. The Bolsheviks polled just 24 percent. Shortages, food
rationing, long lines in stores, and acute poverty were endemic. This meant not merely an overhaul of the
Soviet political and economic systems, not merely an upending of social norms, but a revolution on the
individual level: a change in the personal character of the Russian subject. The terms were ruinous for Russia:
Poland, Finland, Estonia, and Lithuania were all given nominal independence under German protection. In
February the Soviet government switched to the Gregorian system. Instead, they wanted the Duma leaders to
form a government in line with the doctrine laid down by Karl Marx: That in a country such as Russia, the
first step toward a socialist order would be taken by bourgeois democrats. The pressures of industrialization
were worsened by the actions of Tsar Nicholas II. Few thought the Bolsheviks could hold on for long. The
press was less controlled and many thousands of political prisoners and dissidents were released. Putin wins
another election in , and is sworn in for six more years. In , the Soviets explode a nuclear bomb, hastening the
nuclear arms race. Of course, Afghanistan increasingly looked like a long war, but for a 5-million-strong
Soviet military force the losses there were negligible. Yet Soviet difficulties there, too, were far from fatal. But
Lenin was not playing by democratic rules. Isaac Cathedral domes in St. To them, a moral resurrection was
essential.


