
POPE ESSAY ON MAN MEANING

An Essay on Man is a poem published by Alexander Pope in â€“ It is an effort to rationalize or rather "vindicate the ways
of God to man" (l).

By and large, this is a fragmentary philosophical, political, ethical, but not religious poem. God created
illnesses, floods, volcanos and venomous insects, but it is not our business to know what for. The fact of the
matter is, family units do not count for much in the animal kingdom, at any rate, not for long. Pope makes a
side observation that while government is necessary, its form is of less importance, what is important, is a
good administration: For forms of government let fools contest; Whate'er is best administer'd is best: Pope
then concludes in his third Epistle, emphasizing that regard for oneself and his family has to be different than
regard for the whole of society, that nature "link'd the gen'ral frame and bade self-love and social be the same.
Pope refers specifically to the gradations of sense, instinct, thought, reflection, and reason. They pervade all
his works but especially the Moralist. Although the question is unsettled and probably will remain so, it is
generally believed that Pope was indoctrinated by having read the letters that were prepared for him by
Bolingbroke and that provided an exegesis of Shaftesbury's philosophy. Teach us to mourn our nature, not to
mend. They are moving forces in a person and if properly guided, can serve a person well. We are forbidden to
blame Him for such things. He did an enormous work and was highly praised and criticized as well. A better
shall we have? And virtuous and vicious ev'ry man must be, Few in the extreme, but all in the degree; Each
person is driven by self-love, but on the same occasion "each on the other to depend, a master, or a servant, or
a friend, bids each on other for assistance call. London: Printed for J. Pope argues that humanity should make
a study of itself, and not debase the spiritual essence of the world with earthly science, since the two are
diametrically opposed to one another: man should "presume not God to scan". Passion is the "mightier pow'r.
Believing that God's most characteristic attribute was benevolence, Shaftesbury provided an emphatic
endorsement of providentialism. The learn'd is happy nature to explore, The fool is happy that he knows no
more; The rich is happy in the plenty given, The poor contents him with the care of Heaven, See the blind
beggar dance, the cripple sing The sot a hero, lunatic a king; The starving chemist in his golden views
Supremely bless'd, the poet in his Muse. Doubt is our enemy, although being an indispensable part of our
conscience. As a Roman Catholic living during a time of Protestant consolidation in England, he was largely
excluded from the university system and from political life, and suffered certain social and economic
disadvantages because of his religion as well. I would observe that it is an evolutionary development, needed
because of the long time required before a child passes into adulthood. Thus beast and bird their common
charge attend, The mothers nurse it, and the sires defend: The young dismiss'd to wander earth or air, There
stops the instinct, and there ends the care; The link dissolves, each seeks a fresh embrace, Another love
succeeds, another race. Section 6 tells that people always complain against the Heaven Providence. So drives
self-love, through just and through unjust To one man's power, ambition, lucre, lust: The same self-love, in all,
becomes the cause Of what restrains him, government and laws: For, what one likes if others like as well,
What serves one will, when many wills rebel? As has been stated in the introduction, Voltaire had become
well acquainted with the English poet during his stay of more than two years in England, and the two had
corresponded with each other with a fair degree of regularity when Voltaire returned to the Continent. What is
true submission? Instinct can be seen at work throughout nature, for example, "Who make the spider parallels
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