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In contemporary language he was concerned with the origins of the work ethic. What he was thus looking for
was an image of the economic realm that emphasized the virtue of disciplined enterprise and a positive
concern with economic activity as such more or less regardless of the material riches that the successful
accumulated. Some other of his works written in the first one and a half decades of the 20th
centuryâ€”published posthumously and dedicated primarily from the fields of sociology of religion, economic
and legal sociologyâ€”are also recognised as among his most important intellectual contributions. In this last
respect, the influence of Friedrich Nietzsche's philosophy is evident. New Sources Dean, James, and A. Thus
he attended to the various ways in which this apparent significance has been interpreted. Thus, contrary to
some interpretations of his work, he did not seek to provide a monocausal account of the rise of modern
capitalism but rather to stress the ideational factors that had encouraged the capitalist work ethic and had been
neglected by the Marxists. Weber's work on religion and economic life has been subject to an immense
amount of exegesis and criticism, most of it centered on his thesis about the Western origins of capitalism.
These efforts were largely guided by a general analytical contrast between Occidental and Oriental
world-images, at the center of which were religious-metaphysical conceptions of the relationship between the
cosmos and the world. Generally speaking, what prevailed in official Catholicism was the view that capitalism
contained the seeds of materialism and exploitation but that outright opposition to it in the form of socialism
or labor unionism carried the potential for antireligious developments. All knowledge of cultural reality
Primacy of Economic Aspect The prevailing view among social scientists and historians has been that the
economy, during the long period from ancient Greek civilization to the nineteenth century, became
disembedded from the societal fabric, especially in the Western world. Weber's Christmas presents to his
parents, when he was thirteen years old, were two historical essays entitled "About the course of German
history, with special reference to the positions of the Emperor and the Pope", and "About the Roman Imperial
period from Constantine to the migration of nations". During the rapid expansion of capitalistic forms of
production, distribution, and exchange in the nineteenth century, religious leaders had responded in a variety
of ways. Turner's Weber and Islam London,  It was thus to the rather different Protestant attitude of Calvin
that he turned in his search for the most significant source of the spirit of capitalism. Nonetheless, Parsons
acknowledged that at certain points in history the economic realm has appeared to be particularly significant.
Leibniz, the term theodicy in its most circumscribed sense has to do with the existence in this world of
suffering, evil, and injustice in the face of belief in an omniscient, omnipotent, and just God. An interest in
consumerism has led some social scientistsâ€”notably anthropologistsâ€”to attempt to lay bare the symbolic
basis of patterns of consumption. In The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism Weber concentrated on
showing, as he put it, that a one-sided, idealistic account of the rise of capitalism in the sense of stressing the
role of ideas was just as plausible as the equally one-sided materialist accounts produced by Marxists. In spite
of the great expansion of trade, profit making, and eventually, price setting by market forces and the
appearance of large-scale manufacture during the centuries following Aristotle, it was not until as recently as
the end of the eighteenth century that "the economy" became fully thematized and then only in the Western
world as a relatively autonomous realm of human life. Roland Robertson  This attempt was unsuccessful, in
part because many liberals feared social-democratic revolutionary ideals. While conceding the great
importance of the economic aspects, he tried to show that the ways in which they are interpreted and
symbolized are of no less importance. Savage, Md. Closer to his project was Troeltsch's attempt to
demonstrate the superiority of Christianity on the grounds that it promulgated both a particularly transcendent
view of the supernatural and a definite set of social teachings.


