
THE IDEA OF RECONSTRUCTION AFTER THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR IN

THE 19TH CENTURY

In , soon after retiring as president of the United States, Ulysses S. In its aftermath, during the era of Reconstruction,
Americans struggled to come to terms with it produced throughout the nation, and the new ideas it spawned, the Civil
War In this sense, the Civil War forms part of the nineteenth-century process of.

In the s and s, the terms "radical" and "conservative" had distinctive meanings. The name was originally a
reference to low-grade farm animals. The KKK did not resurface again until the beginning of the 20th century.
A reign of terror was aimed both at local Republican leaders as well as at blacks seeking to assert their new
political rights. It was officially titled the Bureau of Refugees, Feedmen and Abandoned Lands and was
created by President Lincoln in with the intention to aid the newly freed population in the south. What would
be the status of the former slaves? The Civil War began as a conventional contest of army versus army but by
the end had become a war of society against society, with slavery, the foundation of the southern social order,
becoming a target. The various meanings imparted to it offer a useful way of outlining why the Civil War was
so pivotal in our own history. Charles Sumner from Massachusetts called for the establishment of new
Southern governments based on equality before the law and universal male suffrage. More recently, in the
wake of the civil rights revolution of the s, scholars have taken a far more sympathetic approach to
Reconstruction, viewing it as an effort, noble if flawed, to create interracial democracy in the South. As a
result, a system of sharecropping was developed, in which landowners broke up large plantations and rented
small lots to the freedmen and their families. It was the Proclamation, moreover, more than any other single
wartime event, that transformed a war of armies into a conflict of societies. Three Constitutional amendments
altered the nature of African-American rights. President Johnson President Lincoln was assassinated at the end
of the Civil War, however, and never had the chance to implement his Reconstruction plan. Three groups
made up Southern Republicanism. Central to Reconstruction was the effort of former slaves to breathe full
meaning into their newly acquired freedom, and to claim their rights as citizens. The overthrow of
Reconstruction left to future generations the troublesome problem of racial justice. Only high rank
Confederates such as army officers and government officials would be exept from a full pardon for their role
in the conflict. Its mission however was expanded to include duties such as education and employment of the
newly freed population. The enlistment of , black men in the Union armed forces during the second half of the
war placed black citizenship on the postwar agenda. The rifle produced the appalling casualty statistics of
Civil War battles. He pardoned most Southern whites, appointed provisional governors and outlined steps for
the creation of new state governments. Taney declared that no black person could be a citizen of the United
States. They were soon to find out that freedom did not necessarily mean equality. After the war he served in
the Ku Klux Klan but distanced himself from them by denying any formal connection.


