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Introduction Nathaniel Hawthorne had deep bonds with his Puritan ancestors His knowledge of their beliefs and his
admiration for their strengths were balanced by his The Scarlet Letter shows his attitude toward these Puritans of
Boston in his . There they can discuss a central conflict of the novel: the needs of human.

It makes people blind so they are not able to recognize the evil in themselves. The stranger summed it up best
with the quotation, Thus she would be a living sermon against sin, until the ignominious letter be engraved
upon her tombstone. Later, when he served as a Consul in England, he attended services at a Unitarian church
in Liverpool. And to some extent, Hawthorne was a Puritan because of his Puritan origin. If he is to remain
true to himself and honest, as Hester says he must for his conscience's sake, then he must go back to the world
in which he is comfortable, even if it eventually means his public humiliation and death. Sin was thought of as
an unavoidable element of human nature, and since this was a natural occurrence, all sins had to be confessed.
They keep insisting Hester to reveal the father. As a result of their knowledge, Adam and Eve are made aware
of their humanness, that which separates them from the divine and from other creatures. Before proceeding to
the analysis of the Puritanism in the novel, some fundamental definitions need to be established. Even the
dark, somber Puritan dress was dictated by the church. Hawthorne is inclined to conservation in political
thought, and holds pessimism for future. They punish her further by making both Hester and Pearl social
outcasts. On one hand, he assails Puritan criminal behaviors such as religious fanaticism and impermissibility
to heresy; on the other hand, he takes the religious basic creed as the criterion to cognition and judgment. His
hidden sin burns inside his breast, this remorse is intensified by the goading of Chillingworth, who has no real
wish to reveal Dimmesdale as a sinner of hiding congregation. Chillingworth is unable to stray from his strict
adherence to logic and reason. Although the Puritans have been very strict in religious way, on the other hand
they could be quite tolerant. Salem, his hometown, has ever been the place where Puritanism forces are
rampant and several generations of his ancestors are fanatic Puritans; therefore, the rich Puritanism thought
from his family has deep-rooted effect on Hawthorne. They also formed a society in which the rules were very
clear. You can see how he disliked them by the way people act, talk, and live. The colony would not have
survived without the faith, hard work, courage, and perseverance of these early religious believers.
Considering the large number of all these Puritan settlers, their wide distribution and their strong faith,
religious and daily life in the new American colonies, especially in Boston, was mainly of Puritan color. The
main topic of the book, adultery, is written in a dark and sad way, as Hawthorne describes injustice, fate or
predetermination and conscience Van Doren,  In the early s, Hester has come to the small town of Boston,
Massachusetts, from Great Britain, while her husband, Chillingworth, ties up all of the loose ends back in
Great Britain. The summary of the story The novel, The Scarlet Letter, is about the struggle three people face
while trying to live their lives and find happiness in a Puritan society. They can safely meet and discuss
Chillingworth's identity and their plan of escape in the forest, haunt of the Black Man. It was the
characteristics of the timesâ€”every little Puritan community sought to know by every fireside, to hate in
every heart, offence, great or small, which could hinder the growth and prosperity of the new abiding-place,
which was to all a true home, and which they loved with a fervor that would be incomprehensible. For
another, she persists in loving him when he is in danger. Back to his attitude towards the Puritanism of
ancestors, when Hawthorne read the accounts about his first American ancestors, he was reported to have read
them with fascination and horror. Then they lived in the Old Manse in Concord with their three children
happily. The Puritans who settled Massachusetts Bay Colony believed that all mankind was depraved and
sinful because of Adam and Eve's fall in the Garden of Eden. Hester agrees to keep his true identity a secret,
too. Man has no real decisions to make things which concern the world around him, for God-at His whim-will
completely decide for him. He writes, with his pointed understatement, that "the Puritans compressed
whatever mirth and public joy they deemed allowable to human infirmity; thereby so far dispelling the
customary cloud, that, for the space of a single holiday, they appeared scarcely more grave than most other
communities at a period of general affliction. Not one person in this novel was truly good, and all the
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characters sinned.


