
FATE VS FREE WILL ILIAD

Though the Trojans are destined to fall and Helen is to return to Menelaus, Paris says: "'Stop Antenor! Now I say this to
our stallion-breaking.

Are other gods the only thing that keep gods in check? The underlying concept of fate is that all man are not
born equal, so that fate is the limitations or abilities placed upon him. In instances such as these, the gods often
subtly steer the course of events through suggestion and disguise, maintaining the illusion of free will. His
wording also serves to accentuate the absolute power that gods have over humans. Between the will of the
gods, fate, and destiny, there seems to be very little room for human agency and free will. This reinforces the
concept that no one may escape his or her actions or decisions. Throughout the Iliad there is a deep sense that
everything that will come to pass is already fated to happen. Gods and mortals are equally free to disobey fate.
Others closely connect honor and death because all men die but a man who has gained honor may live through
the remembrance of his brave actions. Thus, this godly system of decision-making raises two important
questions: are all of the events that happen on earth solely the workings of gods? Thus, the illusion of free will
is maintained for Telemachus. Ultimately, the relationship between fate and free will in the Iliad remains
unclear. Usually, though, they think it's best to do what fate says But then, when the happy gods bring on the
long hard times, bear them he must, against his will, and steel his heart. Therein lies the ultimate difference
between gods and men: though mortal men, even heroes, will eventually die, the human-like gods will never
perish. The idea of valor and honor are ultimately a reflection of how life and death are interconnected as a
part of human existence. The characters in both the Iliad and the Odyssey seem capable of not only accepting
the existence of both fate and free will, but also the power and influence of divine will. Our lives, our mood
and mind as we pass across the earth, turn as the days turnâ€¦ as the father of men makes each day dawn.
Another example occurs in the Odyssey when Zeus commands Calypso to release Odysseus. Do you think that
the Iliad portrays knowing your fate as an advantage? In both Homeric epics, the gods mostly choose to
intervene when human decisions are being made that would veer off the designated paths of fate and destiny.
If he stays at Troy, he will have lots of glory, but a short life. Courage is demonstrated unselfishness and the
desire to do what is right no matter what the cost. In Book I of the Odyssey, Athena sets the plot of the epic in
motion when the goddess, disguised as Mentes, visits Telemachus and advises him to call a counsel in hopes
of expelling the suitors and to sail abroad and gather information on the whereabouts of his father. Perhaps he
encourages endurance because Odysseus sees this resignation to the whims of the gods as the burden of
mortality.


