
FUNCTIONALIST PERSPECTIVE OF YOUTH CULTURE

Eisenstadt argues that young people need to find a way to distinguish themselves from their parents. They do this by
moving from their ascribed.

What many criminologists now recognize as youth gangs had appeared in major European cities as early as the
Middle Ages ; they appeared in New York City before the mid-nineteenth century, along with non-violent
working-class youth cultures centered around volunteer fire departments. I would like to give special thanks to
Debbie Cox. That role was passed on to another group of consumers, high school students, during the early s,
when the word teenager came into common usage among marketers. The following article outlines some
examples of rites of passage that will promote some useful discussion points amongst students: Discover More
13 amazing coming of age traditions from around the world After reading these examples, students can
consider the ways in which and extent to which it can be argued that rites of passage are a feature in the lives
of British young people. Criticisms of the functionalist approach to youth subcultures: Functionalists ignore
the differences between subcultures and the tensions between them Functionalists ignore gender, ethnic and
class differences when looking at youth culture They only see the positive elements of youth subcultures.
Most scholars would agree that the conditions necessary for the mass youth cultures recognizable today
appeared after the formation of modern nation-states and the routinization of the human life course in the
industrializing nations of the nineteenth century. This mobilization did not only apply to white middle-class
youths, but also was apparent in a wide variety of social groups. Basically, youth culture smoothes over all the
rough edges of becoming an adult. European charivariesâ€”informal, rowdy evening parades in which
cuckolded husbands, scolding wives, or other offenders of community standards were mocked or sanctioned
sometimes physically â€”were initiated and lead by village youths with the tacit approval of and sometimes
participation from local adults. Despite the appearance of stability, culture is a dynamic, historical process.
With progressive shift in the identity of young people from workers to students in the late nineteenth century,
the process for the creation of mass youth cultures was in place. Functionalists therefore see youth culture as
one homogeneous age group. The postmodern interventions offer some useful critical insights, but their new
theorization lacks substance and critical application to young people's social, economic and cultural realities.
How do the major institutions of socialization e. In pre-capitalist societies, the transition between childhood
and adulthood was often marked by a single rite of passage. Marxists argue that these differences are class
based and should therefore not be ignored. Youth culture has gotten younger. Gelder, Ken, and Sarah
Thornton, eds. First, as marketers moved more definitively to segment pre-adolescents as a separate market, a
mass "kid" culture has begun to emerge. Functionalists focus on age. Certain crowds jocks, geeks, preppies,
druggies, emos are found in many, even most, high schools across the United States, though the particular
terms used by the adolescents in them may vary nerds instead of geeks, etc. What criticisms can we make
about the functionalist approach to youth culture? Also, it is important to recognize that there are significant
gaps in our historical understanding, particularly for populations outside of Europe and the United States.
Even the homogeneity of the shifts within Europe and the United States in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries can be overemphasized. Students should be encouraged to refer to examples from the subcultures
they have studied earlier. While youthful drug use and sexual experimentation had been cause for hysteria
among adults for at least fifty years, these practices became much more widespread during this period. Joe
Austin Pick a style below, and copy the text for your bibliography. The Subcultures Reader. Youth gain a little
bit of financial independence from having part time jobs. The divisions of class, gender and race were less
important than those based on age and young people had a distinct set of norms an values that distinguished
them from others and bound them together. You are on page 1of 11 Search inside document Functionalism
See the good in everything Society is like a car: You need all the different parts to make it work. With the loss
of employment during the Great Depression of the s, even more young people entered high school. This is
known as social integration. Although there are numerous earlier studies, these questions are the products of
research from the late twentieth century; the discipline of history has entered these debates most significantly
during years since then. These subcultures, along with the participation of young people in mass protests and
radical politics, signaled some realization of the cultural, social, and economic influence of young people.
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New York: Oxford University Press. Scruton  At the same time, youth culture has taken on new meanings and
gotten older: In particular, there is strong evidence that some people are continuing their youth culture
affiliations into adulthood, so that youth cultures become "lifestyles. What is the purpose of youth culture
according to functionalists? Youth can be seen as a subordinate group in relation to the dominant, adult
society. Spectacular subcultures continued to appear in Great Britain as well, notably mods, rockers, and near
the end of the decade, skinheads. The institutional structures and practices of mass socialization in place at the
end of the nineteenth century created a new place both figuratively and literally for young people to emphasize
their common bonds over other mediating differences. Retrieved August 27, from Encyclopedia.


