
THE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF MEAT PRODUCTION

The environmental impact of meat production varies because of the wide variety of agricultural practices employed
around the world. All agricultural practices.

Meat consumption in the U. Should it just be livestock, or should it include a whole lot of other factors? Red
bars represent the potential range for each practice. Raising livestock is a way to add nutritional and economic
value to plant agriculture. This raises serious ethical problems. While factory farming in the U. Advocates
urge the public to eat less meat to save the environment. View Images A Texas butcher chops a side of beef
into various cuts. I pointed out this flaw during a speech to fellow scientists in San Francisco on March 22, ,
which led to a flood of media coverage. Read the original article. Inside the milk machine. It contributes to
land and water degradation, biodiversity loss, acid rain, coral reef degeneration and deforestation. Still, given
projected population growth in the developing world, there will certainly be an opportunity for countries such
as the United States to bring their sustainable livestock rearing practices to the table. It excludes solar energy
captured by photosynthesis, used in hay drying, etc. In my view, there are many reasons for either choosing
animal protein or opting for a vegetarian selection. The EPA has published 5-year and 1-year data for 32
industries on their ratios of enforcement orders to inspections, a measure of non-compliance with
environmental regulations: principally, those under Clean Water Act and Clean Air Act. Raising livestock also
offers much-needed income for small-scale farmers in developing nations. But according to one recent study,
even if Americans eliminated all animal protein from their diets, they would reduce U. In sub-Saharan Africa,
a cow might need kg to 2, kg of dry matter to produce a kg of protein, because of the poor feed quality in arid
countries and because of the high mortality rates in herds of often undernourished and sick animals. Climate
change demands urgent attention, and the livestock industry has a large overall environmental footprint that
affects air, water and land. Over the next year, more than 50 billion land animals will be raised and
slaughtered for food around the world. GHG emissions in were electricity production 28 percent of total
emissions , transportation 28 percent and industry 22 percent. Since food, water and land are scarce in many
parts of the world, this represents an inefficient use of resources.


