
BEST WAY TO REVISE AN ESSAY

Having drafted your essay, you have gained the perspective of hindsight. Would you like to revise, but feel uncertain
about how to do so? How to revise: Since you already know what you're trying to say, you aren't always the best judge
of.

I wrote six drafts of this handout. Contact Information. You may waste time correcting the commas in a
sentence that may end up being cut anyway. I bet you may have even paused to sound out words in your
favorite book. Would your paper work better if you moved some things around? Construct a backward-outline
of your essay. These are important questions to ask before submitting your task. That means learning how to
revise an essay is an essential skill. Writing With Power. Works consulted We consulted these works while
writing this handout. Do you support all the claims in your thesis? The more you can imagine yourself as a
reader looking at this for the first time, the easier it will be to spot potential problems. That 10 minutes would
have been better spent working on your key arguments, rather than working on punctuation and wording. The
truth is, though, that except for those rare moments of inspiration or genius when the perfect ideas expressed
in the perfect words in the perfect order flow gracefully and effortlessly from the mind, all experienced writers
revise their work. Are the page numbers correct? How do they sound now? The men who drew up the moon
list for the astronauts planned long and hard and well. If a better thesis comes along, let go of the old one.
Also, problems that seem invisible on the screen somehow tend to show up better on paper. Or you could
simply acknowledge the contradictions and show why your main point still holds up in spite of them. This
strategy often helps writers who have problems with grammatical errors and awkward phrasing because the
ear can sometimes catch these errors more quickly than the eye. Successful revision involves bringing the
strongest ideas to the front of the essay, reordering the main points, cutting irrelevant sections, adding
implications. For more information, please visit our handouts on word choice and style. Should the thermos
jug go? Should the vacuum cleaner go, to suck up moondust? Are you allowed to talk in the first person?
Check the organization: Does your paper follow a pattern that makes sense? Readers should be able to
understand the idea easily. In addition, professional writers and workers who write as part of their job often
have a peer read over their work before they submit it. Your argument will not become clearer if you only
tinker with individual sentences. You, as a junior, or even intermediate, writer would be wise to take the
direction of the experienced writer. Boston: Allyn and Bacon,  You change the wording three times and move
the comma twice in an attempt to craft the perfect topic sentence for your paragraph. One-sixth gravity must
be a lot of fun, and when Armstrong and Aldrin went into their bouncy little dance, like two happy children, it
was a moment not only of triumph but of gaiety. The Longman Handbook for Writers and Readers. For
guidance on formatting citations, please see the UNC Libraries citation tutorial. Rank their importance in
advancing your thesis. The moon, on the other hand, is a poor place for flags.


