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We will say more on these issues later, in the section on sexual solicitation. Based on the broad definition of
sexual content in the study, friends of persons with a sexual reference on their own profile were as likely to
display a reference to sex on their own profile as friends of persons who did not display a sexual reference i.
Nevertheless, more adverse forms of risk behaviors initiated during this time may continue into adulthood and
result in adverse long term outcomes Kann et al. Alcohol myopia would hinder processing to the point where
inhibitory cues would not be as influential during intoxication. This is a key unanswered question because of
the lack of longitudinal research in this field. Other promising work appears in research on televised alcohol
advertising and adolescent drinking. Indeed, few studies of new media effects have been conducted. One other
U. Though largely expected, some other patterns are also apparent and should be emphasized. Social
networking sites allow users to mark some information as private, and what is hidden is probably more
personal in nature. Thus, they give youth access to media at every waking hour and, like the Internet, can give
youth the perception of anonymity. Ybarra and colleagues 95 found that 13 percent of all youth reported being
victims of both Internet harassment and online solicitation, and 3 percent of youth said they were perpetrators
of both. In this study, we use the reasoned action approach, based on the Integrative Model of Behavioral
Change and Prediction Fishbein et al. Our literature search identified five types of new media about which
relevant research has been conducted: 1 online pornography, 2 online social networking sites, 3 online chat
rooms, 4 "sexting" the posting or sending of sexual text or sexual images of oneself , and 5 video games.
Self-reported intentional exposure to Internet pornography at wave 1 and wave 2 each predicted lower levels
of sexual satisfaction at the subsequent survey wave, after controlling for prior levels of satisfaction. Youth
exposed to online pornography score higher in sensation-seeking, 83 a personality characteristic linked with
multiple risk behaviors. Thirty-one percent of teens reported having received a nude or seminude picture via
cell phone or email from someone i. First, all of these studies employed a cross-sectional design in which data
were collected at a single time point. This may indicate either an outcome of experiencing sexual solicitation i.
Before we begin the review, we note for readers that the Internet research we describe focuses exclusively on
youth who describe themselves as 13 years of age or older. It may also be a less representative sample,
however, drawing a more Internet-savvy group than the average teen. Three percent of youth reported
receiving an aggressive solicitation, defined as an attempt by the solicitor to make offline contact. Reporting a
sexual orientation other than "straight" was associated with more references to sexual behavior, while displays
of religious, sports, or hobby involvement were associated with fewer references to sex. No study has
attempted to determine the effect of such materials on young people's sexual attitudes and behavior. Once he
or she observes his or her own actions, and particularly if other people's reactions reinforce the teen's
sexualized behavior, the teen may shift to see him or herself as sexually mature or as a sexual object. Social
networking sites, chat rooms, and others must not allow users under the age of 13 unless the sites do not ask
for or allow youth to supply personal information. Other online activities are less common. Internet content,
because much of it is user-generated, may also be perceived as more realistic or actually real ; moreover, it can
be viewed in "real time" via webcam and can be interactive. In an analysis of the Growing Up with Media
data, Ybarra and colleagues 97 find that 3 percent of Internet users aged years report engaging in this behavior
in the past year. The specific content that a person is exposed to may vary by platform e. Sexual text was
coded as referring to sexual activity or as sexual language. It is important to note that strength of media effects
tend to vary by racial group. Results indicated that 93 percent of males and 62 percent of females had been
exposed to pornography on the Internet prior to age  Music and humor are key elements in determining liking
and attention. Because sexual postings and messages may result from perceived peer or other social pressures,
or are intended to be funny but not always perceived as such , 71 the materials that teens post and the
messages that they receive may be inconsistent with prior sexual experience and sexual intentions. We discuss
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this in more detail in the next section. Note: The study did not include texting and talking on a cell phone in
the estimate of total time with media. A recent study of African American girls aged 14 to 18 years found that
teens with either multiple sexual partners or a history of sexually transmitted infections reported a higher rate
of viewing television shows that depicted women as sexual objects or prizes. Despite the widespread
popularity of social media, television and film content remain an important source of envrionmental
influences. They found no evidence that this is the case.


