
A BIOGRAPHY OF ALICE WALKER AN AFRICAN AMERICAN WRITER

Born to sharecropper parents in Eatonton, Georgia, in , Alice Walker grew up to become a highly acclaimed novelist,
essayist and poet. She is best known for her novel The Color Purple, which won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and soon
was adapted for the big screen.

In , Walker and fellow Hurston scholar Charlotte D. This evolves from her Alice Walker. Her focus is on
African American women, who live in a larger world and struggle to achieve independent identities beyond
male domination. For More Information Bloom, Harold, ed. At 17, Walker received a scholarship to attend
Spelman College in Atlanta, where she became interested in Russian literature and the burgeoning Civil
Rights movement. Norton and Company,  Walker and her husband divorced in  Following their marriage in ,
they became the first legally married interracial couple to live in Mississippi. Walker and Leventhal divorced
in and two years later she relocated to San Francisco, which she hoped would be more conducive to her
writing than New York. The novel was later made into a feature-length motion picture, directed by Steven
Spielberg and later into a Broadway play. Thanks for watching! After graduating in , Walker moved to
Mississippi and became involved in the civil rights movement. She was also known for publicly feuding with
her daughter, who described how she was neglected by her writer mom in her memoir Black, White, and
Jewish: Autobiography of a Shifting Self  Like many of Walker's fictional characters, she was the daughter of
a sharecropper a farmer who rents his land , and the youngest of eight children. Here she met and fell in love
with her co-worker, the young Jewish civil rights lawyer Melvyn Leventhal. In , Alice Walker was one of over
50 signers of a letter protesting the Toronto Film Festival's "City to City" spotlight on Israeli filmmakers,
condemning Israel as an "apartheid regime. In , Walker coined the term " womanist " in her collection In
Search of Our Mothers' Gardens , to mean "a black feminist or feminist of color. There, she studied poetry
with Muriel Rukeyser â€” , who would help her get her first collection of poems, "Once," published in 
Walker resumed her writing career, returning to New York where she joined Ms. Some literary critics, such as
Alma Freeman, have even said that Walker perceived her as a spiritual sister. She continued steadily writing
throughout this period. Her second book of essays entitled Living by the Word and her epic novel The Temple
of My Familiar followed in and respectively. New York: Random House,  When Alice was eight, she was
accidentally injured while playing with two of her brothers; the shot from a BB gun left her blind in one eye
and physically and emotionally scarred. Alice Walker started her professional writing career as a
writer-in-residence first at Jackson State University â€” and then at Tougaloo College â€” Better known now
as a novelist, Walker showed her talents for storytelling in her debut work, Third Life of Grange Copeland 
She supports the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign against Israel. Womanism as a movement came
into fruition in at the American Academy of Religion and the Society of Biblical Literature to address Black
women's concerns from their own intellectual, physical, and spiritual perspectives. Her Pulitzer Prize and the
movie by Steven Spielberg brought both fame and controversy. Hence Walker's stories focus not so much on
the racial violence that occurs among strangers but the violence among friends and family members, a kind of
deliberate cruelty, unexpected but always predictable. But she also portrays as part of that life, the strengths of
family, community, self-worth, and spirituality. She met fellow civil rights worker Melvyn R. Walker resumed
her writing career when she joined Ms. She has received several awards for her stark portrayal of racism in her
novels. The youngest daughter of sharecroppers, she grew up poor, with her mother working as a maid to help
support the family's eight children. She later returned to writing as writer-in-residence at Jackson State
University â€”69 and Tougaloo College â€” Walker's third and most famous novel, The Color Purple, is about
Celie, a woman so down and out that she can only tell God her troubles, which she does in the form of letters.


