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Gangs in the United States include several types of groups, including national street gangs, Many American gangs
began, and still exist, in urban areas.

Most of the gangs required new members to commit a crime, such as stealing a car or committing a burglary
or robbery, before becoming a gang member. Second, people of color â€” particularly blacks and Latinos â€”
are overrepresented in gang lists and this gives the perception of discrimination. It was not unusual for
members to "flash" hand signs at rival gang members as a challenge to fight. Gangs are not only an
autonomous social phenomena, with complex internal dynamics, but they are also an epiphenomena â€”
meaning that they fundamentally reflect and are shaped by broader social structures. Yet the overwhelming
majority of studies are focused on a single gang or location, and as a result have generated little in the way of
generalisable insights. In the past, an individual's age, physical structure, and arrest record were often principal
factors in determining gang hierarchy; money derived from narcotic sales soon became the symbol which
signified power and status. Hand signs formed the letters of the gang's initials. Gang members used these
distinguishing characteristics to demonstrate gang allegiance, strengthen gang participation, and challenge
rival gangs. It is important to know the law, and understand what the police can get service providers to do and
what their capabilities are. This pattern of alliance between criminal and political structures would characterize
the history of American gangs well into the 20th century. Violent street gangsâ€”which generated the same
kind of concern as their modern-day successorsâ€”also can be identified in the 17th and 18th centuries; the
Mohocks of Georgian England were feared in their time much as the Crips and Bloods of Los Angeles were in
the s. These are fluid categories, and women often change status as they move between them. At the level of
enforcement, a focus on gang membership may be counterproductive; creating confusion and resulting in a
drag-net approach which can criminalise innocent young people rather than focusing resources on serious
violent crime. In , nine members of the Nine-Deuce Hoovers-a Crips gang-migrated from Los Angeles to
Seattle, Washington, where they ran three crack houses, with crack. Law enforcement agencies throughout the
United States maintain databases on gangs and gang members. The speeches of the Roman orator Marcus
Tullius Cicero , for example, contain references to armed bands of young men, led by Publius Clodius and
Titus Annius Milo , who engaged in fights and disrupted Roman politics for years. If a child has thought about
or already joined a gang, support groups can help the parents with the next steps. Considerable diversity is
displayed by Crips and Bloods gangs and their members in narcotics trafficking, which allows for different
levels of involvement from narcotic selling by adolescents to the more important roles of directing narcotics
trafficking activities. What does the scientific evidence say? They remained territorial and motivated to protect
their neighborhoods from rival gang members. Successful programs generally have integrated strategies of
community mobilization, youth opportunities, social intervention, suppression, and organizational change.
Academic problems such as frustration due to low performance, low expectations, poor personal relationships
with teachers, and the presence of learning disabilities are all risk factors. For this reason, more and more
youth who earlier may have not condoned gang behavior are more willing, even challenged to experiment with
gang-like activity [27] Youth gangs may be an ever-present feature of urban culture that change over time in
its form, social meaning and antisocial behavior. Crips and Bloods have established criminal networks
throughout the country and capitalized on the enormous profits earned from the trafficking and selling of crack
cocaine. Doheny [Stacks] HV By the turn of the 21st century, researchers estimated that there were , active
gang members in the United States participating in roughly 25, gangs. Texas "Cliques" tend to be headed by
leaders called "OG"s short for " original gangsters " and each "clique" performs a specific activity or set of
activities in a given area, such as controlling trafficking of recreational drugs and managing prostitution.
About two-fifths of gang members are under the age of 17, and almost nine-tenths are under  Prison gangs
often have several "affiliates" or "chapters" in different state prison systems that branch out due to the
movement or transfer of their members. The typical age of a gang member varied from to years-old. Upon
joining a gang, they instantly gain a feeling of belonging and identity; they are surrounded with individuals
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whom they can relate to.


