
ESSAY TERMINOLOGY

This glossary provides definitions of some of the more typical words that you may come across in an essay question.
Please note that these definitions are meant.

It can be an essay, diary, commercial document of a certain value, etc. Look in depth at each part using
supporting arguments and evidence for and against as well as how these interrelate to one another. Please
mind that professors might have other objectives and explanations than the ones presented below. Justify:
When you are instructed to justify your answer you must prove or show grounds for decisions. Cause and
effect essay â€” the type of essay that defines and demonstrates the logical parallels between causes and their
results. Having said that, the archaeology tells a different story. Mastery of academic terminology is the first
crucial step for essay writing. Line spacing â€” a space between the lines of your essay. Argue â€” when they
ask you to argue, it means you need to include your opinion and evidence to an essay. Discuss the limitations
and good points or contributions of the plan or work in question. Interpret: An interpretation question is
similar to one requiring explanation. Coupled with Usage: Used when considering two or more arguments at a
time. It includes logical arguments and facts, not a mere thesis statement. Body â€” an essay content that
follows its introduction and represents its main ideas. Argumentative essay â€” the genre of writing that aims
to establish a particular point and persuade the reader that it is correct. Relate: In a question which asks you to
show the relationship or to relate, your answer should emphasize connections and associations in descriptive
form. Persuade the reader of your argument by citing relevant research but also remember to point out any
flaws and counter-arguments as well. Tone â€” words you choose for an essay and the way you arrange them
so they would determine your attitude toward a given issue. Challenge â€” a question, call to action, or
suggestion you leave for readers of your essay to make them think about it and discuss it. How many of these
words and phrases will you get into your next essay? Elaborate â€” when they ask you to elaborate, it means
you need to give more details or provide more information on the topic. Translate â€” when they ask you to
translate, it means you need to express the same idea in a different form or convert the information from one
language to another. Define: Definitions call for concise, clear, authoritative meanings. Galley â€” the first
printed proof of a document. Essay term Definition Analyse Break an issue into its constituent parts.
References Dhann, S. Jargon â€” words familiar only to a particular profession or group of people, like
medical jargon or technical jargon. ASA â€” a citation style set by the American Sociological Association,
mostly used for bibliographies and footnotes in sociology. It looks like ISBN , but a digit number format is
also acceptable. All details, illustrations and elaboration are to be omitted. Vancouver â€” a citation style of
writing references in academic papers; mostly used in physical sciences. Paper â€” a piece of writing crafted
by one person. Illustrate: A question which asks you to illustrate usually requires you to explain or clarify your
answer to the problem by presenting a figure, picture, diagram, or concrete example. List: Listing is similar to
enumeration. Yet Usage: Use this when you want to introduce a contrasting idea. Prewriting â€” an initial
stage of crafting your essay, when you build an idea, state a thesis, gather the information, and consider the
ways to organize all this into a paper.


